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developed a slight congestion of the lungs. The news from
London and the news of his illness filtered through.
Political adversaries are not considerate even in war time.
They had not been towards M. Daladier, they would not
he towards M. Reynaud either. Both alike were fair game.
They made ready to shake him all the more severely
because for some days he had appeared to be triumphant.
He was a prey to alternate fits of courage and dejection.
For a little while his illness, which was serious, stood him
in good stead. It debarred him from public acts, speeches
and conversations in which his lack of political sense might
have involved him in ill-advised words and gestures. The
tempest stopped short at his threshold.
Whilst on the other side of the Channel it beat furiously
upon Mr. Chamberlain's Ministry, which was shaken by it,.
Paul Reynaud was able to profit by the fact that the
British Premier had felt the worst force of the storm.
He gave up the idea of summoning Parliament as his
brain-trust had advised. When the two Houses re-
assembled in the ordinary way on May i6th, the date that
they had fixed, the effect of stupor and anger would, he
calculated, have been dulled.
God knows it would be! But not in the way people
believed at the end of April and the beginning of May. la
the meanwhile his concern was to divert public attention
and discontent against others. Who, first of all, was-
responsible for this Norwegian affair ? Had it succeeded,,
it would have been he. As it had failed it was someone
else. It was not he who had proposed it, but Daladier.
He had only inherited it. No doubt he took to himself
the British victories on the sea and at Narvik, and did not
recall in this connection that M. Daladier and his colleagues-
were at the origin of the enterprise. It was a good measure
of war, but since it had turned out badly, let us go back
to the source. Right! And let a good, well-documented
dossier prove what it was requisite to prove.
" Certainly ! " came the answer from M. Daladier's study